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N. Sankar: A long innings of
understated achievements ends

Chairman of the
Sanmar Group
passes away

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

N. Sankar, 76, chairman of
the home-grown chemicals-
to-shipping conglomerate
Sanmar Group, passed away
at his residence here on Sun-
day after a brief illness. He is
survived by his wife Chan-
dra, son Vijay Sankar, who is
the Deputy Chairman of the

N. Sankar

$1-billion group, and daught-
er Madhurika, who is a ven-
ture investor and writer. The
elder of industrialist K.S. Na-
rayanan’s two sons, Sankar

obtained a B.Sc. Tech in
Chemical Engineering from
the AC College of Technolo-
gy and a Master’s degree
from the Illinois Institute of
Technology, Chicago.

A third-generation entre-
preneur, Sankar started his
career as a 2l1-year-old trai-
nee at the group’s flagship
chemicals company, Chem-
plast, in 1967, when his fath-
er was overseeing the
business.
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A long innings of understated achievements ends

N. Sankar:

At 26, he made his first entre-
preneurial move by helming
the acquisition of a major
stake in Industrial Chemicals
and Monomers, a carbide
manufacturing company.

His stewardship of Chem-
plast, and the Sanmar Group
as a whole, saw the group wi-
den and enlarge its industrial
and business footprint signif-
icantly. A pioneer in PVC ma-
nufacture, Sankar came up
with some of the original
choices for highly integrated
manufacturing processes at
various facilities of
Chemplast.

“Sankar was a rare entre-
preneur who was tall enough
to see miles ahead, who
steered the Sanmar Group to
remain relevant with chang-
ing times, at the same time
with feet very firmly on the
ground, measuring every
step,” said R. Seshasayee,
vice- chairman of the Hindu-
ja Group. “He was forthright
and clear in his views on all
matters. He was a quiet bene-
factor-of many social institu-
tions in Chennai. I have losta
personal friend,” he added.

“Sankar was one of the
pioneering industrialists of

south India,” reminisced Ve-
nu Srinivasan, chairman of
the TVS Group. “I have
known him over many de-
cades and watched him lead
the Sanmar Group with fore-
sight. He was early to adopt
modern management prac-
tices and focused on building
competence in his compa-
nies. He pushed internation-
al growth and investment to
make Sanmar a leading
player globally,” Mr. Sriniva-
san added.

He also oversaw a string of
joint ventures with various
specialist chemical compa-

nies and established the San-
mar Group as a leader in sev-
eral of these product lines.
“If there was one attribute
that marked him apart in his
business leadership, it was
his handling of the multiple
foreign collaborations that
the group had,” observed
Sushila Ravindranath, a vete-
ran business journalist.
“Even while exiting or having
the venture partner buy out
a business, he always main-
tained a great degree of cor-
diality with the foreign
firms.” Corporate gover-
nance was an article of faith

with Sankar and the group
echoed this philosophy in its
vision statement “Combining
Integrity with Excellence”.
Among the pioneers to sepa-
rate ownership from the
management, Sankar was
known to be both a hands-off
boss who would delegate
and trust the professional
managers identified by him
and at the same time tough
and demanding when it
came to delivery of the work
at hand.

“Tasks must be completed
in the proper time frame, de-
cisions should be based on ir-

refutable logic, information
should be communicated
clearly, honestly, and such
communication has no hie-
rarchy,” V. Rammnarayan
wrote in the Madras Musings
in November 2020, in a piece
titled ‘N. Sankar, at 75. “It
only takes him a couple of
minutes to see through bluff
and inadequate preparation
for meetings.”

An ardent lover of both
tennis and cricket, who had
played both sports with great
passion in his younger days,
and in his later years won
many a doubles tournament

in tennis at the university
and club levels, Sankar be-
came one of the biggest pa-
trons and administrators of
the two sports.

“In the early 1960s, he
played league cricket for Jai
Hind CC as an attacking bat-
sman, a medium pace bow-
ler and a ‘slip’ catcher,” S.
Prabhu wrote in a November
2020 blogpost titled ‘Jolly
Rovers N Sankar @ 75".

“As a teenager, Sankar was
more inclined towards ten-
nis,” and was coached by the
legendary T.K. Ramanathan
(Ramanathan  Krishnan's

father) and would have gone
on to a singles career in the
sport but for being derailed
by polio at the age of 17, Prab-
hu wrote.

Stalin’s condolences
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
condoled the death of San-
kar and hailed him as one of
best industrialists in Tamil
Nadu.

In a statement, he recalled
Sankar’s contributions as an
office-bearer in the Tamil Na-
du Cricket Association and
the Tamil Nadu Tennis
Association.
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Our Deepest Condolences to our
Beloved & Benevolent Trustee

hira N. SANKAR

Chairman: Sanmar Group
Mourned by

Management & Employees of

KANCHI KAMAKOTI CHILDS TRUST HOSPITAL, CHENNAI
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A Generous and Kind-hearted Soul
SANKARA NETHRALAYA
DEEPLY MOURN

&

19.11.1945 17-04-2022

Our Long-time Supporter and Well wisher

Shri. N. SANKAR
Chairman of the Sanmar Group
Sankara Nethralaya family deeply mourns the passing of a great
philanthropist and humanitarian. A visionary par excellence
whose unstinting support helped to bring ophthalmic research
in India to the world stage. He has inspired many like-minded
souls to join the fight against blindness.

You will live in our hearts forever
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OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE

RESPECTFUL HOMAGE

N. SANKAR

Our Homage to ‘The Boss'.

From the Sunday Group.

Commerce & Industry (MCCI)
In our hearts forever. We will  expresses its profound grief on
miss you, but there is always the passing of its beloved former
5 c{lai; fox volihan “y i President (1985-86) Shri N.Sankar,
. Yo who was a doyen of TN industry, a
meet . . Restin eternal peace visionary leader and mentor for the
Dear Friend. Chamber. We pray for his noble

soul to rest in peace.
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N SANKAR

(19.11.1945 - 17.04.2022)

Chairman, The Sanmar Group
Passed away on 17th April 2022

Deeply mourned by

5

SANMAR
The Management and Employees of
THE SANMAR GROUP
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Sankar contributed to
Sports in a big way

A former TNCA president and a patron of Jolly Rovers,
he made his mark in tennis administration too

TRIBUTE

5. DINAKAR
CHENNAI

Sanmar Group chairman N.
Sankar, who passed away
here on Sunday, was fond of
sport and made an enor-
mous. contribution to its

A capable tennis player,
he won the inter-university
doubles title partnering N.
Srinivasan of India Cements.

He was also a fine cricke-
ter.
Sankar headed the Tamil
Nadu Cricket Association
(TNCA) as its president in
the early 80s. And he sup-
ported Jolly Rovers, a cele-
brated TNCA first division
side, for a mind-boggling 56
years.

Eye for talent

Former India cricketer Bha-
rat Reddy, Sankar’s right-
hand man in cricket, told
The Hindu, "All Jolly Rovers
matches in the league would
be telecast to him live. He
had made arrangements for
that. He took the club for-
ward and hired the best ta-
lent.”

Reddy revealed, “He
came to know that K.R. Raja-
gopal, one of Jolly Rovers'
early stalwarts, was not
keeping well. He organised a
helper for him at 60,000 a
month.”

At the golden jubilee cele-
bration of Jolly Rovers, San-

N. Sankar. =FiLepHOTO

® Sankar headed the Tamil
Nadu Cricket Association
(TNCA) as its president in
the early B0s

= He got David Gower to
deliver the first K.5.
Narayanan [Sankar's
illustrious father] Memorial
Oration in 2016

B Sankar also sponsored the
Sanmar-TNTA league,
which Is now In its 29th

year

kar brought together all the
living members of its first

side.

He also got Kapil Dev to
release a book to mark the
occasion — Cricket for the
Love of it.

Sankar roped in former
England captain David Gow-
er to deliver the first K.S. Na-
rayanan [Sankar’s illustrious

father] Memorial Oration in
2016. Fond of left-handers,
he flew Neil Harvey from
Australia to inaugurate the

- pavilion at the IIT-Chemplast

ground.

In safe hands

Reddy stressed that Sankar’s
son Vijay Sankar shared his
father’s love for the game

and Jolly Rovers was in safe
+ hands.

Sankar made significant
contributions in tennis too.
He was the president of the
Tamil Nadu Tennis Associa-
tion (TNTA) from 1989 to
1994.

TNTA secretary Prem Ku-
mar Karra said: “Sankar or-
ganised the Indian Bank ten-
nis classic, the first
million-rupee tournament in
the city. Ramesh Krishnan
won it."

The first national clay
court championship, now in
its 29th year, began during
his tenure. Sankar also spon-
sored the SanmarTNTA
league, which is now in its
29th year.

Astute and genial

Former TNTA official Hiten
Joshi, said: “Sankar was as-
tute and genial. All the sub-

sequent developments such:

as a new stadium for Chen-
nai and an ATP tour event
were due to the seeds he had
sown.”

Indeed, Sankar’s contri-
bution to sports is consider-
able.
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ClI condoles death of industrialist N. Sankar

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

The Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) condoled the
death of N. Sankar, chair-
man, The Sanmar Group,
here on Sunday.

"India has lost one of its vi-
sionary industry leaders. N.
Sankar worked tirelessly for
over five decades to ensure

trust in business and led by

- example in setting high stan-
dards for ethical business in

the country,” said T.V. Naren-
dran, president, CII, in a
statement. ;
“Sankar’s far-sighted vi-
sion not only contributed to
the success of his business,
but also to the growth and
development of major indus-

try sectors, particularly the
manufacturing
South India,” said Suchitra
Ella, chairperson, CII-South-
ern Region.

Sankar’s passing is a great
loss to Indian industry, and
his passion for India’s pro-
gress will live on as his strong
and impactful legacy in the
times to come, a release from

sector in

CII said. The Kanchi Kamako-
ti CHILDS Trust Hospital or-
ganised a condolence meet-

ing at its auditorium to

mourn the death of Sankar,
its founder trustee. The con-
sultants, doctors and em-
ployees participated and
paid their tributes. A two-mi-
nute silent prayer was ob-
served as a mark of respect.
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Globe Deteclive Agency & GDA Securily
t its

‘profound grief on the passing of

Thiru N.SANKAR

CHAIRMAN: SANMAR GROUP

We pray for his noble soul
to rest in peace
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N. Sankar: a born leader who took problems head-on

He brought the same thoroughness to all areas of interest, and he had a bewildering array of them

V. SRIRAM

Everything about him spelt
dynamism. He personified
the industrialist that P.G. Wo-
dehouse wrote about — the
kind that thumped the table
and demanded results. As
though to aid in this, NS, as
most people in Sanmar and
his extended world spoke of
him, would often have a

scale or a long ruler in his -

hand while he conducted
meetings.

He was restless in discus-
sion — continuously doodling
and shading but was in reali-
ty all attention to what was
going on. Too often, he was
at least five steps ahead of
what the others in the group
were thinking. He invariably
expected his listeners to

]

keep pace, which is why he
was staccato during discus-
sions — a few key words and
you needed to build the rest
in your mind.

He was ahead in everyth-
ing — be it technology (he
held forth on 3D printing
around a decade back at a
meeting I attended), environ-
ment (his companies be-
came zero leakage “entities
long before others thought of
it), sport, business, and news
in general. Heaven knew
when he read, but read he
did.

In keeping with his perso-
nality, Sankar was a speed
reader and if you gave him a
document that you thought
he would keep for day, it
came back within an hour
complete with errors noticed

N. Sankar

and marked. The scrutiny
and speed doubled when fi-
nancial papers were being

presented and discussed.

And he never forgot — not a
single figure ever escaped his
memory. And he had a for-
midable eye for detail.

The same thoroughness
he brought to all areas of in-
terest, and he had a bewil-

A
\\.';'.‘f-ﬂ

dering array of them -
sports, periodicals and art.

"His personal library was per-

fectly catalogued. And as for
Sanmar, it had a digital ar-

chive of photographs right

from its inauguration!
He was boundless in his
generosity by way of time

TRIBUTE

and resources towards de-
serving charities. The man
was incapable of thinking
small. Any institution he be-
came involved with had to be
strengthened and made
long-lasting. And they all
flourished.

Sankar joined business on
a date that delighted his
mathematical senses — 4/5/

67, the day Chemplast was
inaugurated. He could have
remained content with run-
ning that operation but early
in life he decided he had to
found something on his own
— that was when he got into
engineering — visiting the
United States in the 1960s to
convince companies to go in-
to a joint venture with him,
investing in a country that
few knew and in a city that
most Americans had never
heard of. His favourite story
was of how, on the verge of a
tie-up, the United States
partner threatened to back
off — he had heard of Sheikh
Mujib’s assassination in Dha-
ka and assumed it was part
of India, one large lawless
country!

Under Sankar, Sanmar ex-

panded into many areas —
many were hugely success-
ful, others not so but all bore
his stamp — perfect systems
and the right people. He did
not suffer fools and could
smell them from miles away.
And he loved challenges —
the man was a born fighter
who took problems head-on.
When 1 worked on the
Sanmar history, I noticed it
was a series of seemingly in-
surmountable obstacles it
overcame. He was delighted
with the title I suggested —
Grit and Determination. It
symbolised him! But we set-
tled on another that too re-
presented him — Integrity
and Excellence.
(The writer is a Chennai-
based historian, writer
and entrepreneur)

A CH-CH
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Vijay-and Ramesh pay tribute to Sankar

S. DINAKAR
CHENNAI

N. Sankar was suave, pos-
sessed a wealth of know-
ledge, and was articulate. He
cared for sports and not sur-
prisingly earned the respect
of top flight sportspersons,
including tennis aces Vijay
Amritraj and Ramesh
Krishnan.

Hearing the news of San-
kar’s demise, Tamil Nadu
Tennis Association president
Amritraj said, “Incredibly
saddened to hear of the pass-
ing of our dear friend N. San-
kar.”

Wonderful player
He added, “My relationship
with him started over 50
years ago watching and then
playing against Sankar and
Kumar on the clay courts of
Chennai. He was a wonder-
ful player, great in business,
and an amazing lover and
supporter of tennis.”
Amritraj said, “I always
enjoyed my time with him
well after my career. He was
a true gift to Tamil Nadu ten-

N. Sankar with Vijay Amritraj. =fiLe pHOTO: R. RAGU

nis before and after his stint
as president of TNTA.”

The entire tennis fraterni-
ty in the State would dearly
miss him, he said. He added,

“I will miss him. Heartfelt

condolences to his entire
family.”

Ramesh told The Hindu,
“Sankar has known our fami-
ly for generations. In the late
50s, he used to play a lot
with my grandfather, C.K.
Ramanathan.”

To the Krishnans, Sankar
was a family friend. “He is

very prominent in my fath-
er’s wedding photos,” re-
vealed Ramesh.

Although Sankar was
more connected to his fath-
er, the great Ramanathan
Krishnan, and his grandfath-
er, Ramesh said, “I played
with him at the club level. He
had a very neat style, clean
game.”

Driving force

Ramesh remembered the Rs
one million clay court tour-
nament at Chennai’s Gymk-

Ramesh Krishnan. s=fiLe pHoOTO

hana Club in 1993. “Sankar
was the driving force behind
that event. All the big players
came. I defeated K.G. Ra-
mesh in the final.”

Talking about Sankar’s

" qualities, Ramesh said, “He

was sharp, very good compa-
ny, and had a great sense of
humour. What set him apart

was that he could organise -

things. He was passionate
about sports.”

As TNTA CEO Hiten Joshi
said, “Sankar was truly in
love with sports.”
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Sanmar group
doyen Sankar
diesat 76

‘eteran  industrialist
and one of the most re-
spectednamesmTamll
Nadu’s = busi-
ness circles N
Sankar, -
1 chairman
-emeritus - of
Chemplast -
Sanmar, died
on Sunday after a brief ill-
‘ness. He was 76. Sankar. had
been instrumentalinthesuc-
“ gess of the company for near-
1y ﬁve decades He Worked

srmfe gmrnmwt evolvean
industrial policy in theearly
1990s. P12

Veteran industrialist N Sankar,
doyen of Sanmar group, dies at 76

Times News NETwoRrk

Chennai: Veteran industri-
alist and one of the most re-

. spected names in Tamil Na-

du’s business
{ circles N San-
1| kar, chair-
4 man of the
Sanmar Gro-
up, died on
Sunday after
abrief 1l]ness He was 76.
Sankar had been instru-
mental for the success of the
company for nearly five de-
cades. Before being appoin-
ted chairman emeritus of
Chemplast Sanmar this Ja-
nuary, he was on the board of
the company and its prede-
cessor from 1975 to 2004, and
was the chairman of the
company from July 1998 to

~ July 2004.

Prior to thathe was VC &
MD. From 2004 till August
2020 he was chairman of the
Sanmar Group corporate bo-
ard, an advisory board of the
Sanmar Group. Tamil Nadu
CM MK Stalin said that San-

kar was one of the top in-
dustrialists in Tamil Nadu.
Noting that Sankar had hea-
ded the Madras Chamber of
Commerce & Industry and
Assocham, the chief mini-
ster lauded his services in
the Tamil Nadu Cricket As-
sociation and state’s tennis
association.

“He has received several
awards for his contributions
in his field and lifetime achi-
evements,” Stalin said. He
has rendered his services in
educational institutions and
charitable organisations,
the chief minister added.
Captains of industry alsoex-
pressed their condolence.

TVS chairman emeritus Ve- -

nu Srinivasan said Sankar
was one of the pioneeringin-
dustrialists of south India.
“I have known him over ma-
ny decades and watched him
lead the Sanmar Group with
foresight. He was early to
adopt modern management
practices and focused on bu-
ilding competence in his
companies. He pushed inter-

national growth and invest-
ment to make Sanmar a lea-
ding playver globally in its fi-
eld.” Agreed Suchitra Ella,
chairperson, CII southern
region: “One of the tallest
business leaders passed
away and India has lost one
of thedoyens of business.”

While heading family-
owned businesses, Sankar
roped in professionals and
diversified his group’s inter-
ests through a cluster of jo-
int ventures. Sanmar was
very quick tospotopportuni-
tiesand was an early entrant
in the business of life insu-
rance through AMP of Aust-
ralia. Itsetupa JV with Dra-
goco of Germany to make
fragrances and flavours.
Sharp and soft spoken with
strong ethical moorings,
Sankar, became a leading
voice of industry during his
stints as the head of Madras
Chamber of Commerce &In-
dustry and Assocham thro-
ugh the early years of libera-
lisation.

Fullreporton www.toi.in
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A
N SANKAR

(19.11.1945 — 17.04.2022)
Chairman, The Sanmar Group

Passed away on 17th April 2022

Deeply mourned by

A

SANMAR

The Management and Employees of
THE SANMAR GROUP
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Sankar and the }olly good days of TN cricket

Prasad.RS@timesgroup.com ,

¥ ‘ven as he headed San-

— mar Group and Chem-
J \_splast, his love for sport
—especially cricketand ten-
nis —stood out. Sankar, who
passed away on Sunday, was
the president of the Tamil
Nadu Cricket Association
in the early 1990s and the
vice-president of the All In-
dia Tennis Association, but
that’snotall.

At a time when there
wasn’t much money to be
made out of cricket, San-
kar’s Sanmar family ran the
famous Jolly Rovers Club ---
one of the prime institu-
tions of cricket in the city.
While Jolly Rovers complet-
ed 50 years a couple of years
ago, Sankar was the promo-
ter of Alwarpet CC,another
important club in the Chen-
naicircuit, as well.

Over the years, these

clubs have produced out-
standing players and many
of them —from S Venkata-
raghavan to M Vijay — have
gone on to represent India.
It was Sankar’s father, KS
Narayanan, who took over
Jolly Rovers in 1966-67. The
father-son duo didn’t take
long to change the club into
achampionside. -
Probably what helped
Sankar was the fact that he
himself played league
cricket in the early 1960s for
Jai Hind CC. His under-
standing of the sport paid
immediate dividends and
Jolly Rovers won the title in
the very first year that San-
mar Group began promot-

- ingit. “I think the credit for

our success goes to the play-
ers. The 1966-67 side had
some fine players such as
Najam Hussain, K R Rajago-
pal among others who did

C Suresh Kumar

N Sankar .

well to win the title and
there was no looking back,”
Sankar had told TOI a few
yearsago.

Sankar and Narayanan
had brought in the concept
of outstationplayersfeatur-
ing in TNCA league teams
back in 1960s before others

‘the joined in. Players from

the Services —PK Dharmal-

~ingam and V Balaji Rao,

Karnataka’s K R Rajagopal
and Mir Najam Hussain, K
V R Murthy from Andhra

and many other outstation
cricketers benefited from
thismove. .

FormerIndiapacer L Ba-
laji, who played for Jolly
Rovers from 2000 to 2009,
termed his interactions
with Sankar as a great expe-
rience. “Jolly Rovers gave
an opportunity to me dur-
ingmyinitialyearsandIam
forever grateful for that.
Sankar was someone who
had a' lot of passion for
cricket and ensured all pas-
sible facilities were given to
the players,” Balaji told
TOI.

According to former In-
dia wicketkeeper Bharath
Reddy, who heads the crick-
et operations at the Sanmar
group, Sankar backed his
players during the most try-
ingtimes. “When Covid was
at its peak, Sankar ensured
full salary was paid to the

players, scorers and other
support staff. He always
gave a lot of importance to
the welfare of the players,”
Reddy mentioned.

That’s not all. “Sankar
also had a knack of spotting
talent. Hemade surethatar-
rangements were made to
stream all Jolly Rovers

- matcheslive,” said Reddy:

The rivalry of Jolly Rov-
ers with Vijay CC — theclub
owned by India Cements, is
legendary in the Chennai
cricketcircles.

Many a battle have been
fought both on and off the
field between Sankar and
the tennis doubles partner
of his youth, N Srinivasan,
but the two business ty-
coons never lost their re-
spect for each other.

And the only gainer in
the process became Tamil
Nadu cricket.
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Sanmar Chairman N Sankar
Passes Away after Brief Iliness

in1972, heborrowedfrom
Our Bureau investors to buy amajority
: stake in Industrial Chemicals

Cheennai: N Sankar, chair- -.and Monomers. Sankar’s bid
man of the Chennai-based toincorporate technology to
Sanmar Group, passed away raise the quality of Indian
on Sunday after abrief illness. manufacturing provedtobe
Hewas76. enduring forlocal businesses

Sankar was a veteran of the toraise their level of play.
PVCmanufacturingand allied Commenting on Sankar's
sectors and contributed signi- . : leadership abilities, Venu
ficantly toits growth over five industrialistslookingabroad  Srinivasan,chairmanemeri-
decades. . for partnerships. tusatTVS Motor Co, said he

He was one of theﬁrst adop- Sankar'sfocusoncorporate  “pushedinternational growth
tersof modernmanu:facturmg‘ governanceandemployee  andinvestmenttomakeSan-
practices in the country thro- engagementatgroupcompa-  mara leading player globally.”
ughjoint ventures withfore- nies have been oft-quoted R Seshasayee, vice-chairman
igncompanies. features of hisleadership. of the Hinduja Group, said

Sankarled the Sanmar Group ~ Bornintoanentrepreneurial —several institutions in sport
through severaljoint ventu- family - hisgrandfather SNN  and healthcare “owehima
res, including CabotSanmar,a  Sankaralingalyer wasoneof  debtof gratitude.”
tie-up with the US-based Cabot  thefounders of cement manu- Besides holdingleadership
group, onchemicals,aswellas facturer,India Cements— positions across several public
several American corpora- Sankar joined hisfather KS bodies such as Assocham,
tionssuch as Flowserve, BS&B Narayananat Chemplast Sankar was alsoan avid sports
Safety, and Xomox. Sanmar atthe age of 26 after enthusiast.

Hisacumen and unique finishinghis Master’sfromthe ° The Sanmar family supports
ability in forginglong-stan- Tllinois Institute of Tech- two cricket clubs-the Jolly
dingventures have becomethe nology, Chicago. Rovers andtheAIwarpet
guidingprinciplesforIndian = Fiveyearsintothebusiness, CricketClub.
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Sanmar chai

CHENNAI: Sanmar Group’s N'Sankar
died on Sunday following a brief
illness. He was 77. He is survived by
wife, a son and daughter.

Son Vijay Sankar is the deputy chairman
while N Kumar, brother of Sankar, is the
vice-chairman. N Sankar, an icon of
Indian Industry was at the forefront of the
Indian PVC Industry for over five
decades. Sankar was Chairman of the
billion dollar global diversified conglom-
erate Sanmar Group, with presence in
India, the US, Mexico and Egypt. A role
model for entrepreneurs and institution
builders alike characterised by an
unusual combination of business acumen
and ethical conviction, upright, farsighted
and innovative and open to new
technologies.
Sankar headed many mdustry :
-organisations, incliding Assocham,
Indo-US Joint Business Council, MCCI
and MMA. He also served as the Honorary
Consul General of Denmark in South
from 1989 to 2017. A pioneer in PVC
manufacture, he came up with some of the
original choices for highly integrated

FOR THE NEW AGE

READER
CHENNAI, Monday, April 18, 2022 | Vol: 6, Issue: 197 | 8 pages

manufacturing processes at various
manufacturing facilities of Chemplast, the
Group’s flagship company for almost 55

+years now.Corporate governance was an
article of faith with Sankar and his -
business Group echoed this philosophy in
its vision statement “Combining Integrity
with Excellence.” Sankar was among the
pioneers to separate ownership
from the management and he
empowered the management
‘with a pool of talented
professionals. A third
generation entrepreneur,
Sankar carved a niche for
himself as an out of the box
entrepreneur. A Chemical
Engineering grad from AC
Tech College of technology and
amasters from Illinois Institute of
technology, Chicago, the people-centric
leader also had hands-on experience at
plant level.

Sankar joined Chemplast in 1967 as a
trainee, when his father KS Narayanan
was the promoter and director. He was 26 .
when he started his entrepreneurial
career by acquiring a major stake in

Read | Follow | Share 51 www.dtnextin £ @dt_next Bl @dtnext [ @dt_next

Read Inside b»

pr Sl L P3

1 40 lakh :IiedofCD\HDduetD
govt negligence, mrskahul

E| [=] Scan the QR code to
,g get all the latest news
& updates from the DT Next
¢ website

rman N Sankar passes away

Industrial Chemicals and Monomers.
Sankar had been a patron of sports —
Cricket and tennis. The Sanmar famﬂy
runs two cricket clubs - the Jolly Rovers,
for over 50 years and the Alwarpet Cricket
Club. He was the president of Tamil Nadu
Cricket and Tennis Associations and also
President of the Madras Cricket Club. He
was also on the board of the [TM
Kozhikode. :
- TVS Group chairman
emeritus Venu Srinivasan said,
“Sankar was one of the
pioneering industrialists of the
south. Thave known him over
many decades and watched him
lead the Sanmar group with
foresight. He was early to adopt
modern management practices
and focused on building competence in
his companies. He pushed international
growth and investment to make Sanmar a
leading player globally.” Suchitra Ella,
Chairperson, CII-SR said, “One of the

tallest business leaders and the architect

of Sanmar Group has passed away from
our midst and India has lost one of the
doyens of business.” ;
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Chennai: Sanmar Group

chalrman Narayan
N o o Sanmar Group
i

=¥ | Sundaydue to an illnes *

=\ He was T7. A pioneer in Chlef N Sankar
- PVC production, he
came up with original ENS @ Chenriai

choices for int;
_processes | P&, T AL N SANKAR, a well-known
industrialist, chairman of
Sanmar Group and a great
patron of sports, particular-
ly cricket and tennis, passed
away on Sunday. He was 76
and is survived by his wife
Chandra, son Vijay and
daughter Madhurika.
Sankar

was the former pres-
ident of the TNCA and
owned two
teams in
the TNCA
league. Jol-
ly Rovers
and Alwar-
pet CC are
the two
teams that
were close
to him and
he has helped scores of
cricketers from all over the
country take part in the
league as professionals.
“The Tamil Nadu Cricket
Association deeply condoles
the sad demise of N Sankar,

former President of TNCA
and chairman of Sanmar
Group. The TNCA recalls
his exemplary service to the
game of Cricket in Tamil .
Nadu. He was an astute ad-
ministrator and a visionary.
His demise is a huge loss to
Indian cricket, especially
Tamil Nadu. His immense
contribution to the develop-
ment of cricket and cricket-
ers will be Jong remembered.
The TNCA sends its deepest
sympathies to the bereaved
family members,” said RS
Ramasaamy, secretary of
the TNCA. The tennis frater-
nity in the city also mourned
the loss of Sankar, whose vi-
sion paved the way for the
conduct of the Chennai in-
ter-club league.
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N SANKAR

(19.11.1945 - 17.04.2022)
Chairman, The Sanmar Group
Passed away on 17th April 2022

Deeply mourned by

SANMAR 3
The Management and Employees of
THE SANMAR GROUP
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Sanmar Group chief
N Sankar passes away

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

SANMAR Group chairman

Narayan Sankar passed away

here on Sunday following a
rief illness. He was 77.

A pioneer in PVC manufac-
turing, Sankar came up with
original choices for integrated
processes of manufacturing at
various facilities of Chemp-
last. He was among the

people who separated g

ownership from the
management, and he
empowered the man-
agement with a pool of
talented professionals.

Before serving as chair-
man of Sanmar Group, Sankar
was the president of Assocham
(1991-92), chairman of the Indo-
US Joint Business Council (1998-
99), chairman of the Madras
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustt'y (1986-87), and president
of the Madras Management As-
sociation (1981-87). He was also
on the Board of NOCIL, Mum-
bai, and the India Advisory
Board of FLSmidth, Denmark.

Sankar was involved with the
management of a number of
educational and charitable or-
ganisations. He was also a board

member of the CHILDS Trust,

CM condoles death

In his condolence message, CM
MK Stalin lauded the dedicated
service of the departed
industrialist as chief of various
associations such as ASSOCHAM
and Madras Chamber of
Commerce and Industry

and had earlier served as chair-
man of The Chennai Willing-
.don Corporate Foundation

. and Chennai Heritage,
and member of the
- Board of Governors of
IIM-Kozhikode. He also
headed the State’s tennis

Honorary Consul General for
Denmark in South India from
1989 to 2017, and was awarded
the ‘Knight of the Order of the
Dannebrog, First Class’ by the
Danish government.

Venu Srinivasan, chairman
emeritus of TVS Group, said,
“Sankar was one of the pioneer-
ing industrialists of South In-
dia. I watched him lead the San-
mar Group with foresight. He
was early to adopt modern man-
agement practices. He pushed
international growth and in-
vestment to make Sanmar a
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- N SANKAR
. (19.11.1945 - 17.0'4.20_22)
Chairman, The Sanmar Group

Passed away on 17th April 2022
Deeply mourned by

The Management and Employees of
THE SANMAR GROUP
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Tributes pour
in for Sankar

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, APRIL 17

Tamil Nadu Cricket
Association and Tamil Nadu
Tennis Association condoled
the death of their former
president N. Sankar on

Sunday. ¥

“The TNCA recalls his
exemplary service to the
game in Tarhil Nadu. He was
an astute administrator and
a visionary His demise is a
huge loss to Indian cricket,
especially Tamijl Nadu. His
immense contribution to the
development of cricketers
will be long remembered.
The TNCA sends its deepest
sympathies to the bereaved
family members,” said R.S.
Ramasaamy in a release. '

Current TNTA president
Vijay Amritraj said: “My
relationship with Sanmar
started over 50 years ago. I
hﬁ;ee A watc_hef hjfnngle also
P againsf . He was
a wonderful player, great in
business and an amazing
supporter of tennis. T always
enjoyed my. time with him
well after my career. He was
a true gift to Tamil Nadu ten-
nis before and after his stint
as the president of TNTA..
The entire tennis fraternity
will miss him.”

Sankar was the president

N. Sankar

@ Sankar was the
president of TNTA
between 1989 and
1994. During his
term, he set TNTA on
a new path with his
broad vision of
growth. :

of TNTA between 1989 and
1994, During his term, he set
TNTA on a new path with his
broad vision of growth. The
national clay court tennis
championship, now in its
29th year, began during his
tenure,
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N SANKAR

(19.11.1945 - 17.04.2022)
Chairman, The Sanmar Group
Passed away on 17th April 2022

Deeply mourned by

A

SANMAR
The Management and Employees of
\_ : 4 THE SANMAR GROUP
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Chennai, Apr 18:,
Tamil Naudu Chlef
Minister M K Stalin today
condoled th death of
Sanmiar’ Group Chairman
N.Sankar.

In a statement here,
he said he had served in
various capacities in the
industry body, * including
ASSOCHAM ad sports
bodies and also in TNCA
and TNTA,
~ Recalling the various
awards won by him, the
Chief Minister said he
had also played his part
in educational institutions
and CSR jobs.

Sanmar Group Chairman
N Sankar, who died today,
is an icon in Indian
industry and was at the
forefront of Indian PVC
industry for five decades.

Sankarobtained his

B.Sc. (Tech) in Chemical
_ Engineering from the AC
‘College of Technology,
University of Madras,
graduating First Class
with distinction. He later

obtained his Masters

i MIRROR
‘Sanmar’ N. Sankar
passes away, Stalm condoles

degree from the Illinois
Institute of Technology at
Chicago in the US.

Sankar- also - serves on
the Boards of a few:

companies outside the
Group, such as NOCIL

Limited; FLSmidth Private
- Limited,

the Indian
subsidiary of FLSmidth
A/S, Denmark; and the
India Advisory Board of
CRH ple, Ireland.

© Over the years, Sankar
has held office in several

‘public bodies representing

trade and industry,
including President,
ASSOCHAM, Chairman,
Indo-US Joint Business
Council, Chairman,
Madras Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
and President, Madras

I ) TetioRL

Sankar has received
awards recognising his
services to business and
industry, such as the
‘Lala Shriram National
Award for Leadership in
Chemical Industry’ from

-the Indian Institute of

Chemical Engineers, and
‘Rasa Udyog Ratna’ from

the Chemical Industries

Association.
He has been elected a
Fellow of the IIChE, and

-an honorary member: of

the Chemical Industries
Association.
was presented with the
Lifetime Achievement
Award at TiECON,
Chennai 2010. -

N Sankar was conferred

“a ‘Lifetime Achievement

Award’ at the ‘Vinyl
India 2012" international
conference. The award
came in recognition of
his pioneering spirit and
efforts in the promotion of
a wide range of industries
in India and abroad and

Sankar

immense contribution to
- the growth of the PVC

industry.
Sankar is involved

_with the management of

many educational and
charitable organisations.
He is a member of the
Management Boards of
the Indian Institute of
Management Kozhikode,
the Cancer Institute
Chennai, the Chennai
Willingdon Corporate
Foundation, and other
similar organisations.
Keenly interested in
sports, he had served
as the Vice President
of the All India Tennis
Association, and President
of the Tamil Nadu Cricket
and Tennis Associations.
Sankar has been the
Honorary Consul General

for Denmark in South
‘India since 1989, and

has been awarded the

‘Knight of the-Order

of the Dannebrog, First
Class’
~Govemment in recognition
of his services

by the Danish

MONDAY 18-4-2022
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