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(From left) Sugalchand Jain and Dr. V. Shanta of the Cancer Institute, writer Sivasankari, R. Seshasayee of Ashok
Leyland and N. Ram of Kasturi and Sons Limited at the function—Photo: M. Vedhan

On the occasion of the diamond jubilee celebrations of the Cancer Institute (WIA), its chairman V.
Shanta recalled the years of struggle that the team faced to ensure that the hospital functioned properly.

Speaking at the function on Friday, she recalled the formative years of the institute, when it was
difficult to find donors. “ Today, we have a new problem, with no space being available on either of our
campuses for any development,” she said.

The Cancer Institute (WIA), founded by Muthulakshmi Reddy in 1954 when her sister died of cancer,
started out as a four-bedded hospital. Sixty years later, it is a 500-bed speciality hospital.

N. Ram, chairman, Kasturi and Sons Ltd., said the negative portrayal of cancer in the media and culture

was a problem. “In recent years, the scenario had changed a bit, but the problem continues to take a
toll,” he said.

The Diamond Jubilee Book of the Cancer Institute was released by Mr. Ram. A book ‘Adayaril Innoru
Aalamaram’ by Rani Maindan, and the six-decade journey souvenir were released.

Ram Santhanam of the TVS Group, Sivasankari, Tamil writer, N. Sugalchand Jain, chairman,
Management Committee, Cancer Institute (WIA), K.R. Purushotham from the Satyanarayana Trust, N.
Sankar, chairman, Sanmar Group, and A. Krishnamoorthy, chairman, The Amalgamations Group, were
present.



